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KEEPING WARM 


On the accession list you will note one of the items is a wood stove, and it is 
worth a comment or two. As with everyone else, we were feeling the pinch of the 
price of oil, and it seemed to make sense to something about keeping the curator 
warm, other than try to heat the entire Mansion. Even with seven rooms closed 
and their radiators turned off, the oil bills kept climbing. So a wood stove 
was bought and installed in the livingroom of the quarters and blessed warmth 
prevailed there. It is lined so coal can be used too, if anyone is smart enough 
to conquer the art of keeping a coal fire going. Your editor never acquired the 
art, but a combination of coal and wood worked beautifully, the coal keeping the 
wood from burning out too rapidly, and the wood from keeping the coal from going 
out. The thermostat could be left at 60 until the house opened at one when it 
was turned up to 65. A fire in the office fireplace kept that room at a livable 
temperature for the afternoon, for 65 in the Mansion is more like 55 in other 
buildings, and I defy anyone over 50 years of age, to be able to sit and type 
in that chill. Moving around doing housework is something else and of course | 

all the wood-carrying helps, for to keep a stove supplied and a fireplace on the 
second floor, meant several trips each morning, from the wood that was stored in | 
the cellar. We used four cords of wood last winter, but it was rather -mild and 
we didn't get the stove until almost December. Next winter will require more, 
but we have a good start. Already two of those cords are stacked outside, for 
we took advantage of a spring sale. Can you imagine carrying all the wood that 
would be required for every she dope when that was the only means of heat? And 
where was the woodshed? 


/ TAPESTRY 


As you all know, we held a reception for the authors of TAPESTRY in February, 
which seemed to be a big success, crowded and slightly hectic, but that seems 
to be the best means, from where we sit, to judge the success or failure of a 
party. The book has sold reasonably ati since, although there are only a coue- 
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ple of bookstores handling it yet. It is available from us for $4.95 plus $.35 
for state tax (until that goes up to 74% when it will be $.37) and if you wish 
it mailed, add $.70 for postage and handling. Those out of state pay no state 
tax. 


THE INCOME-TAX LIST 


Below will be found the names of all those persons in New London and Waterford 
(4th Division) who pay an Income Tex, with the amountsein dollarss It will be 
remembered that the tax is five per cent up to $5,000, and ten per cent above 

that sum. The tax is for 1864. | 
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Barns, Wm. H. 7,429 

Billings, Wm. W. 8,220 

Cady, M.K. 8,920 

Chappell, Ezra 9,516 

Crump, W.C. 11,155 

Frink, A.M. 5, 583 

Haven, Henry P. 16, 581 

Lawrence, F.W. 8, 301 New London 
Lawrence, Jos. 8, 304 

Lewis, C.A. 19,865 

Loomis, F.B. 17,463 

Otis, Asa 33,981 

Starr, Wm. H. 66,294 

Williams, T.W. 11,291 

Hammond, G.G. 10,440 Waterford 


from The Daily Star, July 22, 1865. We deleted the list considerably, and 
picked out only those who paid over $5,000. We were more than a little sur- 
prised, for those whom we always thought to be extremely wealthy don't seem to 
have been. 


ACCESSIONS : 

Oriental carpet, Arak, 9% x 12' = Gift of Mrs. Thomas Troland 

Capt. Thomas Scott, master diver, by F. Hopkinson Smith, 1908 - Gift of Mrs. 
Burton Kimball 

Memories of her youth, family and Starr house, by Louise Starr - Gift of Mrs. 
Harray A. Nichols, Canaan, New Hampshire 

Six sterling-handled dinner knives - Gift of Mrs. Thomas Troland | 

Large white linen tablecloth, embroidered in pink silk roses and green leaves - 
Gift of Mrs. Thomas Troland 

U.S. Naval History sources in the U.S. - Gift of Dept of the Navy 

A history of Haddam Neck, by Lillian Kruger Brooks, 1972 = Anonymous donor 

Wood stove - Bought by Society 


We are going to copy some of Louise Starr's Memories, omitting the genealogies 
which are included with it. They were done for Robert Sythoff Starr for Christ- 
mas, 1914, and some of it was written by Pierre Starr. 


Tr re ry 
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STARR MEMORTES 


Samuel Starr III, oldest son of Samuel I1, and a doctor, was born about 1640, 

the ancestor of the New London branch of the Starr family, born probably in Mas- 
gachusetts. The first mention of his name in New London is his marriage Dec.23, 
1664, to Hannah, daughter of Jonathan and Lucretia Brewseter, and grand-daughter 
of Elder Brewster, who came over in the Mayflower. He was one of the early set- 
tlers of New London and a prominent man in the town, holding the honorable office 
of County Marshall (High Sheriff) from 1674 until his death. He lived on the old 
Buttonwood corner, now Main and State Sts. He died about 1688. His 4th child 
was Jonathan I*, who settled, with his brother, on the eastern bank of the Thames 
‘river, now in the town of Groton. They purchased a large tract of land about a 
mile ebove the ferry. The homestead was near the bank of the river on a delight- 
ful eminence, commanding an extensive view of the surrounding country; he became 
an extensive land owner and was prominent in all public affairs. At the first 
public meeting he was elected constable, and several times was chosen Deputy to 
the General Court and a member of the governor's council. He was sergeant, en- 
sign, lieutenant and in 1727 resigned as captain of Militia. Most of the records 
of the Groton Church disappeared in the terrible scene on the day of the Fort 
Griswold massacre, but enough remains to show that he was active in the Groton 
Church and one of the committee for many years. He left a large landed property, 
his personal estate was valued at 822 pounds and a negro called Simon valued at 
200 pounds. He married 1698, Elizabeth, Ceugnc en of Capt. James and Mary Morgan 
who came from Wales. Their 3rd son Jonathan? was born Aug. 19th, 1705. He and 
his family attended the Congregational Church at Groton; about 1742 they moved 

to Norwich and from there to New London which became their permanent home. He 
married Oct. 10th, 1728, Mary, daughter of John and Elizabeth Alden Seabury. She 
was the grand-daughter of John Alden, who came over in the Mayflower and is said 
to be the first one to land on the rock at Plymouth. Mary Seabury was the aunt 
of Bishop Seabury. They both became communicants at St. James’ Episcopal Church 
in Bee one ons of which ber nephew was rector. They were the ancestors of Jona-~ 
than II° Starr and Jared’; from the latter the Green family is descended. This 
Mary Seabury Starr is the one for whom Mary Seabury (Starr) Lampson is named, as 
Jonathan is her great-grandfather and Jared, his brother, is pe 3 great-great- 
erandfather, a peculiar relationship. This oldest son Jonathan” was born Sept. 
9th, 1742, at Black Point, Lyme and settled in New London. When the town was 
burned by the British in 1781, his shop was consumed. He was warden of St.James' 
Church and died Feby 9th, 1838. The family Bible records "That his body was ta- 
ken to St. James' Church, Sunday Feby llth, in the afternoon, and an appropriate 
discourse delivered by the Rev. Robt A. Hallam, from Job, 5th Chap. 26th verse, 
end in consequence of the weather, the body was left in the chancel in front of 
the altar where he had so often knelt and loved to be, until the next afternoon 
when it was committed with proper service and due solemnity to its mother earth 
near the spot where lie the remains of his wife, father, mother and sisters.'' He 
married Sarah Hallam, who died aged 23; he then married Elizabeth Tabor, Jan.20, 
1780. His oldest son Jonathan was born Jan. 20th, 1781, and occupied the old 
homestead in New London and carried on the business of merchant and lumber dealer 
in the store and office of his father in Bank Street; was a highly respected and 
honored citizen, for 22 years president of the Union Bank, senior warden of St. 
James. He died sug. 3lst, 1852. He married in St. James Church May 30, 1822, 
Anna Morgan; she died June 1825. He married 2nd, in St. Paul's, Patterson, N.J.; 
Sept. 10, 1828, Catherine Lumiere, daughter of Peter Sythoff of N.J. She died 
April 23, 1873, aged /7/years. 


Capt. Jared Starr®, brother cf Jonathan and in partnership with him, was born 
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Jan. 14th,1748; he early engaged in commerce with the West Indies and commanded 
one of the vessels. After his 2nd marriage he retired from the sea and went in : 
the mercantile business with his brother in New London. He was a successful mer 
chant and an honored citizen, member of St. James’ Church and warden for many 
years. He was in the naval service of the U.S. during and after the war. He 
married 1st, Mary Cook, and 2nd, Abigail, daughter of Dr. Robert and Elizabeth 
Hazard of S. Kingston, R.I., and 3rd, Mrs. Esther (Hazard) Niles. Abigal was 
the mother of his children. Their oldest child Mary was born in 1781, she mar- 
ried in 1803, Colonel Samuel Green. 


"In the period just preceeding the revolution, the name of Jonathan Starr first 
appears on the records (History of St. Jas. Church by Rev. Robt. A. Hallam), des 
tined to become more closely identified with the parich and more lastingly cone 
spicuous in its affairs than any other in its annals, extending through three 
successive generations so as to be almost hereditary in its wardenship, and 
marked always for worth and usefulness. The family is ancient in the town and 
the Christian name of Jonathan has been born by five generations in succession. 
It has been very remarkable for longevity, 8 of the children of the first Jona- 
than lived to be 80 years of age and ane of his daughters attained 100 years. 

In the family of the 2nd Jonathan, the father, mother and four children averaged 
95, his mother lived to be 99 and the wife of his father's brother eeached 100. 
The 2nd Jonathan, first inour parish, married Mary Seabury, a sister of the lst 
minister and an aunt of the Bishop. He was warden of the parish before the Rev- 
olution and lived until 1795 when he died at the age of 90. The name still sure 
vives in the parish in the Sth generation." 


Jonathan and Jared Starr,your (Robert Sythoff Starr) father's grandfather and my 
(Louise Green Starr) great-grandfather, were devoted brothers, always calling 
each other brother. Great-grandfather Jared was the captain of one of the ves- 
sels which they owned and which took cargoes of horses, mules, etc., to the West 
Indies and brought back rim, molasses, etc. Jonathan attended to business on 
shore, which was eminently successful, but Jared lost much money through his sons 
who were unfortunate in business. Jonathan was very proud of "brother" and if 
he discovered 4 darn in his favorite's breehces, he would shake his head and say 
"That will never do" and if Jared pointed out a similar defect in Jonathan's ape= 
parel, the latter would say "Pooh, pooh, no matter about me", and straightway 
order a new suit for Jared. For twenty years after all others had adopted the 
present style, Jonathan and Jared wore their knee breeches, queue, ruffled shirt, 
silk stockings and silver buckles, and in winter white topped boots. Jared Starr 
my great-grandfather, was in many respects quite a remarkable man; in height he 
was fully six feet with a frame to correspond, was very erect in his carrlage, 
courteous in his manner and presented an extremely dignified appearance. In 
company he was entertaining with a fund of interesting and amusing incidents, 

and his memory was surprisingly retnetive; he was of an affectionate disposition 
yet firm and uncompromising when necessary. He lived an unblemished life. He 
attended St.. James’ church and was a warden for many years. When Hew London was 
burned by the British under Arnold, Jonathan and Jared Starr had several vessels 
destroyed, one of which had just reached port with a full cargo, another was a 
brig which had just been launched and was being rigged; they also lost a waree 
house full of West Indies goods. The cellar of the dwelling house in which Jon= 
than lived was filled with the same kind of goods. In some way he won the favor 
of the English officer and succeeded in rescuing his goods from destruction. 


It was related of Jared that while on one of his voyages, at Liverpool he attend- 
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ed a theatrical performance, and on his arrival’ home, he repeated the play almost 
yerbat im. 


Governor Winthrop, who was a friend of my great-grandfather, gave to him a letter 
of introduction to the governor of the West Indies, just before starting on a 
cruise previous to the Revolutionary War. When he arrived at Jamaica, war had 
been Ceclared and he and his crew were thrown into prison. The letter brought 
the Governor down to see him and a cordial invitation was extended to Jared to 
accompany him to his home as his guest, and showing him every attention. The 
other prisoners were surprised that such honor was accorded him, and though the 
cargo was confiscated, my great-grandfather was allowed, after two years deten- 
tion, to take his vessel home. Many American sailors were captured by Algerian 
pirates in the Mediterranean and our preat-grandmother, with her father Dr. Rob- 
ert Hazard, went to Middletown in an endeavor to find trace of some friends, 
since there were, in that town, some communications by which prisoners might pos- 
sibly be identified. On looking over the papers, to their joy they found the 
name of Staunton Hazard, one of our great-grandmother's brothers. Great-grand-" 
father Starr was at Middletown at the same time, visiting his sister, Mrs. Wet- 
more, who lived next door to the house at which the Hazards were staying. Our 
great-grandmother was then about 25 years and the possessor of a very sweet voice. 
Jared heard the young woman singing and enraptured by her dulcet notes, declared 
that if he liked her as well as he liked her voice, he would if possible, ‘marry 
her, so he obtained an introduction and was duly charmed, she likewise was attrac- 
ted to him, and an invitation to visit her at Narraganset followed, which was 
eagerly accepted. The Hazards lived there in great style, with 40 horses of their 
own and their visitors in the stables. Without much delay, Great-grandfather 
brought Abigail to New London as his bride; she had always declared she would 
never marray a Connecticut man, a widower or a sailor, and Capt. Starr was all 
three. During the Revolution, when Arnold entered New London, the women and 
children were sent out to places of safety. Grandmother (Mary starr) was then a 
baby in arms and was entrusted to the care of her black Nursey, who was escaping 
with her on horseback when they were stopped by some British soldiers with "Who 
have you here?" Dinah replied 'My baby, Massa", and after expressing surprise 
that so black a mother should have so fair an offspring, they passed the baby 
around to be kissed and then allowed Dinah and her baby to continue their jour- 
ney. 


When my grandmother, Mary Starr, was a girl, it was the fashion to wear few 
clothes even in winter, a camel's hair shawl sufficed for the outer garment, 
while the gowns were made with low necks and short sleeves, and such was the 
dress even in the unwarmed churches. Great-grandfather decided that under such 
conditions her health was in jeopardy and engaged his tailor to make for her a 
long pellisse of green broadcloth, warmly lined. Though she protested vainly 
égainst so ultra a garment, her obdurate parent insisted and a preat trial 
weighted down upon the daughter whenever she wore it; the following winter how- 
ever, all the girls wore warm pellisses and she had the distinction of being 
the pioneer in the fashion. 

(to be continued) 


APOLOGIES 


Apologies are probably im order for the rather spotty appearance of this once 
quarterly bulletin. No matter how hard your editor tries to get back to its 
former schedule, too much intervenes. Whether calls on office time have grown 


amazingly, or whether the editor just doesn't cover ground fast enough, it is 
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academic, for there just isn't time to get out the extra two issues which really]. 
should be appearing annually. Perhaps it is all for the best, for it saves all | 
of you from wading through these pages. 


UPKEEP 


It never pays to think that for once there isn't anything really important to 

be done in the way of upkeep on this property. We get the roof fixed, the fire- 
places and chimneys cleaned, a paintjob done and think "Ah, this year there is 
nothing major that really has to be done.'' The painting can wait another year 
but this so-called mild winter just past, has wreaked havoc on the retaining wal] 
at the end of the front garden. The stones have been pushed out of line with the 
top tier at least a foot out of line, and one rock out completely from the lowest 
tier. Soon, we hope, a mason will come to dig back of it (on the old Woviotis 
property and make room to rest the tiers of stone. All the digging has to be by 
hand for there is no way to get a backhoe to that particular piece of land. We 
hope for the mason s sake, it is not filled with brick and rubble, and also for — 
ours, for that would just make the cost go even higher. The adjoining wall, of 
cut granite, is in need of mortaring between the stones. One on the top bas 
loosened completely, and we can't have all that higher section falling down into 
the garden. One tends to think of stone walls as more or less permanent, and > 
obviously they are anything but that. 


Mrs. Adam L. Knox, resident curator Telephone = 443-1209 


FROM: 
The New London County Historical | 
Society - Shaw Mansion 


11 Blinman Street 
New London, CT. 06320 


Return Postage Guaranteed 


- 


